[Clinical significance of serum bile acid determination in liver diseases].
The recent availability of radioimmunological and enzymatic kits to measure serum bile acids (SBA) has allowed diffusion of this laboratory test. The aim of this paper is to provide an assessment of diagnostic and prognostic significance of SBA in liver cirrhosis, on the basis of the most recent data available to us. Measurement of these substances in serum does not appear to be very useful either in screening or in differential diagnosis of liver disorders, since it seems unable to provide further information with respect to commonly used parameters. On the contrary, SBA show a remarkable predictive value both in chronic active hepatitis and in liver cirrhosis. SBA measurement may therefore become a useful tool in planning the therapeutic approach to these hepatic diseases.